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The new 21st century Dutch ‘expats’
Estimates of the number of Dutch nation-
als abroad range from 800,000 to well over 
one million, constituting roughly 6% of the 
population. Of those, approximately 500,000 
of these are eligible to vote - meaning that, if 
they would all vote during the upcoming elec-
tions of March 15th, they would stand for 6 to 
8 seats in parliament. And there is more. First 
of all, the “expat” today is a complete differ-
ent creature than the ones that left the Neth-
erlands after WWII, often by ship to a faraway 
country such as Canada or Australia. Perhaps 
they would come back to visit the home coun-
try once more - often never. Nowadays, those 
leaving the Netherlands do so often only tem-
porarily: many come back after approximately 
7 years or so. Also, they often leave because of 
luring adventure, new business opportunities 
or because they fell in love with someone from 
abroad - less and less because a fi rm sent them 
out to a different country. Lastly, and thanks 
to the rise of the age of the Internet and cheap 
transportation, they read Dutch newspapers 
from abroad (online) and fl y back and forth 
to the home country more often than ever 

before. They have an up-to-date connection to 
the home country. All this leads to a new Dutch 
expat: one with solid and current knowledge of 
at least 2 countries. In other words: these are 
Dutch people with serious business connections 
and/or understanding to make these connec-
tions.

Added economic value of Dutch citizens 
abroad
Dutch citizens abroad are our true economic 
and cultural ambassadors. When looking at 
emigration statistics, comparing those to in-
ternational trade fi gures of the Netherlands in 
combination with tourism statistics (indicating 
from which countries most tourists come to the 
Netherlands) it is clear that there is a strong 
correlation between where the largest groups of 
Dutch citizens live abroad and the annual inter-
national capital fl owing to the Netherlands. It 
means that the Dutch abroad are of added eco-
nomic value to the Netherlands. Taking away 
their passports is equals to denying this truth 
- and shooting yourself in the foot.

Political crusade against Dutch citizens and 

international families abroad
Cutting out the Dutch abroad, as well as in-
ternational families where one member holds 
a Dutch passport, is however exactly what the 
current government has been doing. In fact, the 
past four years have been a true crusade. 
The Netherlands is well known for being an 
internationally minded nation; since ages, the 
Dutch have gone places and made business con-
nections everywhere. Yet, ironically, the current 
PvdA-VVD government - and most of preced-
ing governments - has taken various measures 
that have negatively impacted Dutch citizens 
living abroad, even if indirectly. For example, 
they have downsized consulates and embas-
sies making it more diffi cult or even fi nancially 
impossible for people to obtain or renew their 
passports. 
They have also greatly reduced the number of 
subsidies that provide for example, language 
courses to the children of Dutch families 
abroad. A recent report from the National Om-
budsman to work out some kind of reparation 
system for all those ex-Dutch citizens who in-
voluntarily had lost their Dutch citizenship was 
swiftly and briskly dismissed.
The most important issue however for all Dutch 
citizens abroad is the possibility of dual nation-
ality. Thus far this has not been possible: while 
only Austria and the Netherlands are the only 
remaining countries in the EU that are oppos-
ing dual nationality, the Dutch PvdA-VVD gov-
ernment deemed it necessary to reiterate this 
point of view several times during its reign. At 
the same time, immigrants coming to the Neth-
erlands are obliged to give up their citizenship 
when adopting Dutch citizenship. 

A recent case: an Egyptian nightmare
Last December some people on Facebook alert-
ed me to an ongoing situation in Egypt. A Dutch 
woman, who had lost her job in Egypt and con-
sequently her visa, regrettably had failed to re-
new her Dutch passport. Obviously that was a 
serious mistake on her part. 
Nonetheless, because of the restrictive Dutch 
nationality legislation, suddenly the burden of 
proof got shifted in a Kafkaesque matter: the 
Dutch consulate refused to renew her passport, 
unless she could prove that she had not become 
an Egyptian citizen. This basically means you 
need to have deep pockets or try to cross the 
border illegally. Worse, and unexpectedly so, her 
sister then passed away. At that point I success-
fully intervened, resulting in her obtaining an 
emergency travel document for a one-way trip 
to the Netherlands. Still, she had to miss the fu-
neral.

Upcoming parliamentary elections: register 
before February 1st!
On March 15, the Netherlands will face new 
parliamentary elections. For all Dutch citizens 
abroad it is good to know is that they need to 
register by February 1st, in order to be able to 
vote at all.

Over the past 5 years I have been fi ghting for 
the interests of Dutch citizens abroad - and 
those indirectly affected in the Netherlands. I 
am grateful to D66 for giving me a spot on 
the list where I can make these interests even 
more visible - and with 16,000 preferential 
votes I will make it to parliament, regardless 
of the numbers of seats D66 will win. Whether 
elected or not, I will continue to fi ght for their 
interests. An important part of my campaign 
is to make other political parties understand 
how valuable their citizens abroad are to the 
homeland, because no political party by itself 
is large enough to bring about the necessary 
changes.

Looking around us: political structures to 
citizens abroad
While the Netherlands always claim to be so 
internationally minded, other European coun-
tries are far more advanced in recognizing the 
economic and cultural value of their citizens 
abroad. For example, the Swiss have set up an 
advisory council, consisting of mostly Swiss cit-
izens abroad, which meets with the Swiss gov-
ernment on bi-annual basis in order to discuss 
relevant issues for both parties. In France, Italy 
and Portugal the government created a desig-
nated number of parliamentary seats for their 
citizens abroad. France has the most ‘modern’ 
version of those: if elected from Canada, for 
example, you are allowed to keep living there, 
serving all French in that region.  

Interests of immigrants and international 
Dutch citizens: overlapping circles 
Over the past years I have come to understand 
how often the interests of immigrants in the 
Netherlands and Dutch citizens abroad inter-
sect. There are “mixed families” (e.g. a Dutch 
and non-Dutch partner), there are children of 
parents from different countries, and of course 
there are friendships that span the whole world 
and understand each other’s position. If only 
our government would come to terms with the 
new world we live in.
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